Salvage surgery for local recurrence after chemoradiotherapy or radiotherapy in hypopharyngeal cancer patients.
This retrospective study aimed to assess the role of salvage surgery for local recurrence in hypopharyngeal cancer (HPC) patients who had received radiotherapy (RT) or concomitant chemoradiotherapy (CRT) as an initial treatment. The local recurrence rate, salvage rate after local recurrence and overall survival rate were investigated in 104 HPC patients who received treatment between 1991 and 2005. Local recurrence in the primary site was observed in 41 patients (rate, 39.4%) of whom only 12 could undergo further salvage surgery. Disease control was achieved in seven of these patients (successful salvage rate, 17.1%). The 5-year overall survival rate was 40.6% in the RT/CRT patient group and successful salvage rates for T1, T2, T3 and T4 primary disease were 33.3% (1/3), 20.0% (4/20), 16.7% (2/12) and 0% (0/6), respectively. Severe postoperative complications such as pharyngo-cutaneous fistula were seen in six patients (50.0%). Prognosis of patients with locally recurring HPC after RT/CRT is poor at any primary T-stage and the incidence of postoperative complication is relatively high. This should be taken into consideration when the initial treatment plan is decided and the choice of salvage surgery for such recurrent cases should be carefully determined.